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Welcome to the PSD Stadium at Ruskin 
Drive for our second match of the year, and 
especially to our visitors from Congleton.

We were rusty in last week’s defeat to Winsford, 
following six weeks without a game. Winsford 
were good and deserved their victory, and I’m sure 
will finish very high in the table. With that game 
and another training session under our collective 
belt, we’re aiming for a dif ferent result today.

Our U23s continued their excellent run at home to 
Moore United (Development) with a comfortable 
5-1 victory last Saturday. They open proceedings 
today in the 12.15 kick off against Warrington 
Rylands (Development Reserves), a six-pointer 
in the race for promotion places. By the time 
you read this we will know how it went, but rest 
assured I had my fingers crossed for them.

The U18s went down 4-2 at Stalybridge Celtic 
last Sunday, though they played some lovely 
football and with a very young team for the age 
group are heading in the right direction. They 
are on the road again tomorrow, to Nantwich, 
hopefully with travelling support.

I find supporting all our teams a salve given the world 
we’re living in at the moment. The noise, horrors and 
controversy can be distracting and stressful. Even in 
football, FIFA’s antics, unfathomable finances and the 
tendency towards self-serving hysteria in punditry and 
journalism put a bewildering distance between the 
elite game (business, I should say) and normal people.

Recently I visited relatives in one of the houses in 
Parr I grew up in. It took me back to when there 
were about 25 family members living in eight houses 
in just two streets. Many of them worked together 
(or had done at some point) and we kids went to 
the same schools. Conversation focused on real life 

experiences at work and school, sport and the telly, 
with national and international events only getting a 
look in when there was a big strike or a small war.

In some ways life then was worse than it is now - 
nostalgia can be a seductive liar. There is much to 
be said for the old focus on the local and in-person, 
however. The best elements of community spirit from 
decades past survive in non-league football on our 
doorstep every week. Being involved in Town is to 
be part of a family, and Saturday is the day we get 
together. Everyone is welcome, as this is your Club.

Come on The Town!

Ste Lingard
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FROM THE CHAIR



Myself and the club would like to 
welcome everyone from Congleton 
Town to Ruskin Drive this af ternoon. 
No matter what the score is, we 
hope you’ll join us after the game 
for refreshments in The Wicket bar.

Firstly I would like to thank 
everyone in attendance today, 
your continued support is truly 
appreciated by everyone involved 
with the club, so thank you again. 
 
Last week was a really disappointing 
return after the Christmas period. 
You may say the result was expected 
given the team have not played for 
5/6 weeks, but the lads know this, 
they know where it went wrong, and 
the squad have worked really hard 
this week in training. 
 
As for today's game, it's a perfect 
opportunity to get back on track. 
As we have learned so far there are 
no easy games in this division so we 
dont expect to have it all our own 
way, but hopefully put in a much 
better performance, make a much 
better account of ourselves and 
come away with 3 points . 
 
#tellinstown #mertz

Martin Seddon
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TOWN
The original St. Helens Town club was formed in 
1901 and played at Park Road, behind the Primrose 
Vaults public house. Although it was known 
as the Primrose Ground, the players changed 
further down Park Road at the Black Horse pub. 
Playing in the Lancashire League and Lancashire 
Combination, the team enjoyed some early success, 
but struggled after the Great War and appears to 
have folded midway through the 1928/29 season. 

The club was re-formed by George Fryer and a 
group of local businessmen in 1946. They took out 
a lease of the former cricket ground at Hoghton 
Road, Sutton, adjacent to the St. Helens Junction 
railway station and, although it entered in the 
FA Cup in the 1946/47 season, a team could not be 
raised in time to fulfil its tie with Prescot Cables. 

Friendly games were played, then local team 
Derbyshire Hill Rovers were taken over in April 1947, 
those players forming the nucleus of the team which 
entered the Liverpool County Combination at the start 
of the 1947/48 season. St. Helens Town soon began to 
prosper and early results included a sensational 10-4 
win over Everton “A” on 6th December 1947. Former 
German prisoner-of-war Bert Trautmann joined the 
club in the Summer of 1948, the strapping goalkeeper 
helping the team to win its first trophy, the George 
Mahon Cup, which was secured with a 2-1 win over 
Runcorn at Prescot on 7th May 1949. Crowds averaged 
over 2000 that season, peaking with a league record 
attendance of 3012 against Burscough in October 1948.  

The following season, 1949/50, Town entered the 
Lancashire Combination and, despite losing 
Trautmann to Manchester City in October 1949, 
they won the Second Division title in some style the 

following season, three players, Albert Leadbetter 
(36), Harry McCann (32) and Terry Garner (31) 
all netting over 30 goals apiece. An all-time club 
record attendance of “between 8000 and 9000” 
witnessed a friendly game against Manchester 
City, arranged as part of the Trautmann transfer 
deal, in April 1950 and another 4000 witnessed a 
second match with City the following season. 

Although relegated by a slender margin from the 
First Division in 1951/52, the club continued to look 
forward, even contemplating Football League status 
and, in order to further its ambitions, moved to the 
former St. Helens Recs. rugby league ground at City 
Road. Initial crowds were encouraging but, despite 

success, the club decided to move 
back to Hoghton Road in October 1953, 
where they remained until April 2000.  

Town produced a number of fine 
players who joined Football League 
clubs, including Bill Foulkes 
(Manchester United), John Quinn 
(Shef field Wednesday) and John 
Connelly who joined Burnley, later 
transferring to Manchester United and 
who played in the England 1966 World 
Cup winning squad. More recently, 
Dave Bamber scored goals in all four 
divisions of the league with a host of 
different clubs, starting and ending 

his league career at Blackpool and in more recent 
times, Karl Ledsham, who had a productive career at 
conference level with Southport, Lincoln City, Barrow 
and Stockport County before moving to the USA.  

Following a second relegation in 1956, St. Helens 
Town continued to play in the Lancashire 
Combination, winning the Championship in 1971/72, 
by nine points ahead of Accrington Stanley.  

However, the formation of the Northern Premier 
League in 1968 led to a gradual drain of stronger 
clubs from the Combination and St. Helens joined the 
Cheshire League in 1975, becoming founder members 
of the North West Counties League seven years later. 
They held the proud record of being the only club 

to play in the NW Counties’ top f light every season 
until they were relegated in April 2015, conceding 
an injury-time equaliser to Silsden in the last game 
of the season, a match they had to win to stay up. 

Town enjoyed a golden era in the late 1980s, 
just missing out on an appearance in the First 
Round proper of the FA Cup in 1985/86, losing to 
Morecambe in a Fourth Qualifying Round Replay, 
but they obtained ample compensation by winning 
the FA Vase at Wembley in 1987, beating near 
neighbours Warrington Town 3-2, with two goals 
from Phil Layhe and one from Brian Rigby. 

They were regular promotion candidates for many 
years, largely due to the scoring exploits of Steve 
“Pellet” Pennington, who grabbed 216 goals in 351 
games, his season’s best hauls of 45 in 1993/94 and 
46 in 1997/98 just failing to beat the club record 
of 47 scored by Phil Stainton in 1963/64. Former 
club captain Andy Gillespie won the NW Counties’ 
golden boot with 34 goals in the 2015/16 season and 
netted another 24 times the following season.  

Town moved from Hoghton Road in 2000 to ground 
share with St. Helens RFC, as part of the merger 
into the new Sporting Club St. Helens. Developing 
the new Saints stadium took years longer than 
anticipated, and when Knowsley Road closed in 2010 
Town became nomads, plaig variously at Ashton 
Town, Ashton Athletic, Prescot Cables and Atherton 
Collieries. Town returned to St. Helens Borough in 
August 2017, playing on a 3G surface at Ruskin Drive, 
after St. Helens Council redeveloped the facilities. 

The 2021-22 season saw Town in the NWCFL First 
Division North. It was a disastrous campaign, 
with only four wins and four draws from 36 
league games. The club finished bottom of 
the table, 21 points adrift, and was relegated 
to the Liverpool County Premier League.

A consortium of Town fans bought the club from St. 
Helens RFC in Summer 2022. They took the decision to 
move it to the Cheshire League, believing it offered the 
most constructive environment in which to rebuild the 
club. It was a dif ficult decision, however, as it involved 
having to start at the bottom of that league system, a 
further two divisions down. The 2023/24 season was 
the club's first in Cheshire League Division 2. The 
following season Town finished 11 points clear having 
lost only one league game in the whole campaign, 
securing their first title for more than 50 years and 
promotion to Division 1. 
 
The rebuild is ongoing.



Which is why I’m buzzing to announce that thanks 
to funding from the Windle Ward Grant Scheme, 
and the support of the wonderful Councillor Lynn 
Clarke, we’re launching FREE indoor football 
sessions for women of all abilities. These sessions 
are about more than football—though that helps—
they’re about fitness, socialising, confidence, fun, 
and bringing women from across our communities 
together in a welcoming, inclusive space.

And there’s more culture on the horizon too. I’m 
genuinely excited about the upcoming visit from our 
friends at TSV Ulbach in Stuttgart. Our Chair, Ste, 
has been the driving force behind our Anglo-German 
relationship for years now, and it’s a huge part of 
what first drew me to the club. It’s about shared 
history, understanding, and showing that football 
connections can transcend borders and generations. 
I’m particularly looking forward to showing off 
our ever-growing collection of memorabilia and 
artefacts—especially our Trautmann-related 
pieces. I like to think Bert would’ve loved it.

Anyroads… there is something else I’m dying to tell 
you. Something very special. A new project, deeply 
rooted in Bert’s story, and one that Town in the 
Town will be part of. But you’ll have to wait until 
next week for that. Consider this your clif f hanger.

Until then—enjoy the match, stay cultured, 
look out for one another, and as always…

C’mon The Town! 
 
Mike Bagshaw - Culture Vulture

CULTURE VULTURE
MORE THAN A GAME: BERT, BELIEF & 
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

Last week I wrote about the screening of The Keeper, 
the Bert Trautmann biopic, hosted at the brilliant 
Lucem House Cinema on 
Corporation Street. A proper 
setting for a proper story.

On the surface, it’s football 
folklore: a former German 
prisoner of war becomes a 
Manchester City legend and 
FA Cup hero. Fairy-tale stuff. 
But Bert’s story is so much 
bigger than football. As I’ve 
said more times than I can 
count, Trautmann’s life is 
about strength in the face of 
adversity, about forgiveness 
when bitterness would be 
easier… and about something 
that feels increasingly rare 
these days: empathy.

Remember empathy? I’m sure we 
were taught about it at school. 
Somewhere between playground 
assemblies and half-forgotten 
PSHE lessons. Yet in a world 

gripped by extreme opinions, shouting matches online, 
and an ever-tightening cost-of-living crisis, empathy 
feels like it’s in dangerously short supply. We all carry 

stories. Real ones. Heavy ones. 
And football—at its best—has 
a way of reminding us of that.

That belief sits right at the 
heart of my involvement with 
Town in the Town, the club’s 
charitable arm. Along with 
my fellow TitTs (yes, I went 
there), we use football—and St 
Helens Town itself—as a tool 
to reach those on the edges of 
our community. Young people 
at risk of becoming NEET (Not 
in Education, Employment 
or Training), those suffering 
from loneliness and isolation, 
people battling addiction, and 
of course our sister club Hope 
United, who do incredible 
work alongside refugee and 
asylum-seeking communities.

It’s powerful stuff. And it works.

Our Ste (Mr Chairman to you) stands proudly with the team we took to Stuttgart in 2023. Can you spot the players still with us, and the imposter.

Your's truly enjoying the German hospitality.

Photo from last Wednesday's Hope United session

Poster from the last time TSV Ulbach visited Ruskin
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THE SQUAD
A big thankyou to all our player sponsors. 
Player sponsorship is available for £70, and (alongside the warm feeling you 
get knowing you're helping support your local team), you will also receive 
a visible presence in the programme as well as on social media.

For information email us : sthelenstownafc@outlook.com

Alex 
Pettersen DEF

Sponsored by: Rosewood Joinery

Ryan 
Cook FWD

Sponsored by: Haresfinch Blues

Lewis 
Jenkinson G K

Sponsored by: Ste Lingard & Flat Back Four

Ellis Evans G K

Sponsored by: TNZ Global

Callum Davies G K Pacey Garrett M I D

Triprint

Lewis 
Bateman D E F

Sponsored by: St Helens Eats

Taylor 
Prescott F W D

Sponsored by: The Clone Roses

Jack 
Critchlow D E F

Sponsored by: Michael Allison

Dean Curtis D E F

Sponsored by: St Helens Nutrition

Harry Long D E F

Sponsored by: Compliance Education

Makol Atem M I D

Sponsored by: Town In The Town

Luke 
Diggle D E F

Sponsored by: St Helens Eats

Jake 
Sant D E F

Sponsored by: Chapel House

Paul 
Piert M A N A G E R

Sponsored by: Gerard Songsters

Oliver 
Filson MID

Sponsored by: Prostate Cancer UK

Paul 
Watson MID

Sponsored by: The Jenkinsons

Charlie 
Simpson FWD

Sponsored by: Tony Dawson

Ethan Wetton FWD

Sponsorship Available

Ben Noonan FWD

Sponsored by: AJGL Contractors

Danny 
Hughes MID

Sponsorship Available

Dale 
Whitehead MID

Sponsored by: PSD

Liam 
Diggle MID

Sponsored by: Kazbar

Archie 
Hanson MID

Sponsored by: Hanson Property Services

Charlie 
Leech FWD

Sponsored by: The Clone Roses

Will 
Clapham FWD

Sponsored by: Universal Tanker Solutions

Marc 
Gibson FWD

Sponsored by: Stove Fitter UK

Martin 
Seddon

ASSISTANT 
MANAGER

Lee 
O'Connor

COACH

Max 
Buckley-Benbow D E F

Sponsored by: Stuart Pyke

Chris 
Foster DEF

Sponsored by: Beha Yoga

Sponsored by: Essence- Nails/Beauty/Skin Sponsored by: Prescott Signs

Charlie 
Middlemore MID
Sponsored by: John McKiernan

Sponsorship Available Sponsored by:



Town's first game for seven weeks brought them back 
down to earth with a bump as title favourites Winsford 
Town beat the Marksmen 0-4 at Ruskin Drive.

Winsford scored all four goals inside the first 35 
minutes. Hughes, Stanton, Patterson, O'Mara would 
strike clinically for the visitors and Town had no 
answer with the recent break in fixtures for Town due 
to several postponements having a visible effect.

Town rallied in the second half and Oliver Filson's 
defensive performance at centre back did not deserve 
to be on the losing side and was one of the few 
bright spots on a tough day for the home side.

He was supported well by second half substitutes 
Chris Foster, Pacey Garrett and Ben Noonan who gave 
the Town faithful something to rally behind.

Taylor Prescott's workrate earned him the St Helens 
Borough Food Pantry player of the match award.

TOWN IN ACTION
Town  0 - 4  Winsford Town - January 7th Photos by Mary Castrogiovanni

Player of The Match Taylor Prescott

Max Buckley-Benbow

Marc Gibson



1. Where do Congleton Town play home games? A. Booth 

Street, B. Barton Stadium, C. Abbey Stadium?

2. Which film was partly filmed at Dundela FC in Belfast?

3. Who won the FA Cup in 1979?

4. Jovon Makama plays for which championship club?

5. In 2020/21 Diogo Dalot spent a season on loan at which Italian club?

6. Who are currently top of the Scottish Premier League?

7. Which Merseyside North West Counties 

club play at Anfield Sports Club?

8. Who do Liverpool next play in the Champions League?

9. Spanish Town Police FC are from which Carribean country?

10. Who has this week become manager of Pilkington FC?

Answers at the bottom of the page.

BEAT THE YICKER
1. A. Booth Street, 2.The Keeper, 3. Arsenal, 4. Norwich City, 5. AC Milan, 6. Hearts, 7. Lower Breck, 8. Marseille, 9. Jamaica, 10. Glynn Hurst

CLUB INFO
Honorary Life President:  Alan Wellens

Vice Presidents:  Jim Barrett, Steve Ball and John McKiernan

Chair: Ste Lingard 
Vice-Chair: Gavin Scott 
Secretary: Paul Styles 
Treasurer: Ste Lingard 
Commercial Manager: Gavin Scott 
Media Manager: Michael Bagshaw

Committee 
Michael Bagshaw, Steve Ball, Daniel Castrogiovanni, 
Gill Ellison, Michael Featherstone, Annmarie Houghton, 
Ste Lingard, David O`Keefe, Gavin Scott, Paul Styles.

Management Staf f 
1st Team Manager: Paul 'Peo' Piert 
Assistant Manager: Martin Seddon 
1st Team Coach:  Lee O'Connor 
U23s Manager: Danny Hughes & Gav Hanson 
U18s Manager: Carlos Rodrigues 
U18s Assistant Manager: Dave Pallett 
U18s Secretary: Fiona Sharrock

Platinum Club Sponsor:  CBS - Critical Business Solutions 
Gold Club Sponsor:  MCR Building Solutions 
Silver Club Sponsor:  AE Holland Memorials 
Bronze Club Sponsor: Revive Cleaning 
Player of The Match Sponsor:  St Helens Borough Mobile 
Pantry 
Player of The Month Sponsor:  The Grif fin Inn

Legal 
St Helens Town Limited 
Private Limited Company 
Company No. 04392840 
Date of Incorporation 12.03.2002

Ground 
PSD Stadium, Ruskin Drive, Denton’s 
Green, St Helens WA10  6RP

Website:  sthelenstownafc.com 
Twitter: @sthelenstownfc 
Facebook:  facebook.com/StHelensTownAFC 
Instagram: sthelenstownafc 

YOUR LOCAL ORDERING APP

80+
TAKEAWAYS

USE CODE: UPTHETOWN
GET £5 OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER!

Terms & Conditions apply, £5 off only applies to orders

over £15 and only valid until 31/05/2025



MERTZ MERCH!

Call us today for a free no obligation estimate

aehollandmemorials.co.uk
01744 25922

59 Greenfield Road, Denton's Green, St Helens, WA10 6SL

• New Memorials
• Cleaning & Restoration
• Additional Inscriptions
• Bespoke Designs

Free Estimates
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“Those we Love remain with us
For Love itself lives on”

Craftsman Built Memorials Since 1950

Providing Memorials, 
Headstones and 

Gravestones across 
St Helens, Liverpool 
& the North West

Highly Experienced
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BEANIES
LARGE - £13.50

SMALL - £12.50

T-SHIRT
£12.50

SCARF
£15

BUCKET HAT
£15

BUTTON

BADGE
£1

CLONE ROSES 
TRAINING SHIRT 

£25

REPLICA TOPS 
ADULT	 £30 
CHILDREN	 £25

To purchase, email : S T H E L E N S T O W N A F C @ O U T L O O K . C O M



ST HELENS TOWN HONOURS

   
  

. Leaflets

. Business Cards

. Business
 Stationery
. Photocopying
. Wedding
 Stationery

. Invitations

. Order of Service

. Finishing

. Graphic Design

. Posters

. Pop Up Banners

. Scanning    

YOUR LOCAL TOWN CENTRE
PRINT SHOP

80 Claughton Street, St. Helens. WA10 1SN
E-mail: sales@triprint.net www.triprint.net

10% OFF
with this

advert

Find us on
@TriprintStHelens
@Triprint1

1949 George Mahon Trophy Winners
1951 Lancashire Comb Division 2 Champions
1972 Lancashire Combination Champions
1973 Bass Charrington Cup Winners
1974 Watson Trophy Winners
1978 St Helens Hospital Cup Winners
1979 St Helens Combination Div 1 Runners Up
1979 St Helens Hospital Cup Runners Up
1980 St Helens Combination Div 1 Champions
1985 NWCFL Reserve Division 2 Runners Up
1986 NWCFL Reserve Division 1 Runners Up
1987 FA Vase Winners (Wembley)
1994 League Challenge Cup Finalists
1994 NWCFL Reserve Division Runners Up
1995 NWCFL Reserve Division Champions
1996 NWCFL Reserve Division Runners Up
1998 Floodlit Trophy Finalists
1999 REALCO Fair Play Award Winners
2009 Bert Trautmann Trophy Winners
2014-15 South Lancs League U17s Cup Finalists
2014-15 Cheshire FA U21 League Champions
2015-16 Cheshire FA U21 Premier Cup Finalists
2016-17 Cheshire FA U21 League Cup Finalists
2016-17 Cheshire FA U21 Premier Div Runners Up
2017-18 NWYA U18s President’s Cup Winners
2020-21 NWYA U18s President’s Cup Winners
2024-25 Cheshire Division 2 Champions

Record Attendances:
9000 at Prescot Cables v Runcorn (1949)
8000 at Hoghton Road v Man City (1950)
3012 at Hoghton Road v Burscough (1948)
2096 at Langtree Park v Wigan Town (2023)
1723 at Knowsley Road v FC United of Man (2006)

Programme Awards:
NWCFL Programme of the Year
1993-94, 1995-96, 1997-98, 1998-99,
1999-00, 2000-01

NWCFL Premier Division
2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15

NWCFL First Division / First Division North
2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20

Wirral Programme Club National Survey
NWCFL Programme of the Year
1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99

Programme Monthly
NWCFL Programme of the Year 2007-08

Soccer Club Swap Shop
National Programme Awards
2010-11 28th,		  2011-12 8th,
2012-13 7th,		  2013-14 8th,
2014-15 5th, 		  2015-16 8th,
2016-17 2nd, 		  2017-18 5th
2018-19 6th		  2019-20 5th

M60 Programmes
NWCFL Division One North 
Programme of the Year 2019-20

St Helens Town AFC - Player Records 1946-2021

Goals in a Career Goals in a Season Career Appearances (250+ games)
216 Steve Pennington 47 Phil Stainton 1963/64 448 Alan Wellens (inc. 207 estimated)

118 Terry Garner 46 Steve Pennington 1997/98 359 John Critchley (16 estimated)

108 Gary Laird 45 Jackie Kendrick 1973/74 352 Steve Pennington

105 Lee Cooper 45 Steve Pennington 1993/94 346 Gary Lowe (1 estimated)

101 Glenn Walker 40 Bob Potter 1952/53 345 Glenn Walker

94 Iain Dyson 38 Terry Fearns 2000/01 327 Jackie Atherton (122 estimated)

84 Andy Gillespie 36 Albert Leadbetter 1950/51 300 Jackie Cooke (1 estimated)

83 Harry McCann 35 Arthur Tyrer 1957/58 287 Gary Laird

81 Ray Fairweather 34 Lee Cooper 2001/02 280 Kevin Grice (147 estimated)

77 Liam Diggle 34 Andy Gillespie 2015/16 278 Jimmy Woodyer (67 estimated)

72 Arthur Tyrer 33 Ronnie Rigby 1952/53 276 Iain Dyson

68 Phil Stainton 32 Harry McCann 1950/51 272 Ray Fairweather (3 estimated)

63 Mervyn Bull 31 Terry Garner 1950/51 265 Larry Redmond (134 estimated)



LEWIS JENKINSON 
ALEX PETTERSEN 

MAX BUCKLEY-BENBOW 
HARRY LONG
JAKE SANT 

DEAN CURTIS
LUKE DIGGLE 

CHRIS FOSTER 
CHARLIE SIMPSON 

CHARLIE MIDDLEMORE 
OLIVER FILSON 

DALE WHITEHEAD 
LIAM DIGGLE 

RYAN COOK 
WILL CLAPHAM 

LEWIS BATEMAN 
TAYLOR PRESCOTT 

BEN NOONAN
ETHAN WETTON 
PACEY GARRETT

JACK CRITCHLOW 

Manager 
PAUL PIERT

Assistant Manager 
MARTIN SEDDON 

Coach 
LEE O'CONNOR 

Physio 
MIKE FEATHERSTONE

MATCH OFFICIAL 
SIMON HUMPHRIES

Programme sponsored by:

LUKE CALDWELL
JAMES GREEN
JOHNNY HOCKING
GEORGE TURNER
THOMAS ALLEN
JAMES CHRISTIAN
KIERON LAWTON
RYAN READ
WILLIAM BUCKLEY
JACK CLEWS
OLIVER GRIFFITHS
LEWIE TILLEY
JAKE FAULKNER
JOSHUA MICHAEL
TOBY MACCABE
ETHAN HARDING
REECE JAMES DANIEL OWEN
TOM TUDOR
TRAVIS JACOB ZIGLAM
THOMAS BARNES
ADAM CLULOW
SEBASTIAN CYRUS QUINN

Manager 
ROB HOPLEY

ST HELENS TOWN CONGLETON TOWN RESERVES


