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CRITICAL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LTD

Industry Leaders in
Critical Infrastructure
Electrical Installation &
Life Safety Systems

Critical Business Solutions Ltd
Unit 14, Haydock Cross, Kilbuck Ln;
Haydock, Saint Helens WA1119UX

www.criticalbusinesssolutions.com
enquiries @criticalbusinesssolutions.com

WE ARE HIRING!

Are you an experienced Electrical Engineer looking for your

FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to the PSD Stadium at Ruskin Drive
forour first match of 2026. A Happy New Year to
everyone, including our visitors Winsford Town.

With the quirks of the fixture system, Christmas
and a dash of winter, we haven’t played since

29 November, six weeks ago. It feels like even
longer, though the lads have been working hard
in training and are keen to get going again.

We last played Winsford Town in consecutive
games to open the 2023/24 season in Cheshire
League Division 2, two and half years ago. We
lost both times, unfortunately. We're a rather
different team now, though, and it is good to
meet again at the business end of Division 1. I'm
sure we're in for a good, competitive game.

Our U23s and U18s have both played more recently
than the First Team. The U23s beat Egerton Reserves
and Moore United Development in December,

both away and in style. They are playing excellent
football and Makol and Matty in particular are
looking very sharp up front. They host Moore
United in the early kick off today, so fingers

crossed they can continue their recent form.

The U18s lost a close game away to Atherton Collieries
in December, but beat Altrincham Youth 4-3 here

at Ruskin last week in the President’s Cup Quarter
Final. It was an excellent result, and included a top
class goal from Ben Noonan, who has also made

an impression with the First Team and U23s this
season. The lads are away to Stalybridge Celtic

in the league tomorrow, and we’re all keen to see
their good play translate into points there.

Looking further ahead, we will be welcoming our
Stuttgart partner club TSV Uhlbach to St. Helens in
June, to continue our programme of exchange visits.
We last hosted them in 2018 and visited Germany

ourselves in 2023, so we are very much looking forward
to seeing them again. The focal point of the trip will

be a friendly between to the two clubs here at the PSD
Stadium, likely to be on Saturday 6 June. Put the date
in your diary and we’ll confirm it in due course.

It will be an excellent occasion, like the previous
two. Football has a near-unique capacity to bring
people together, across differences and boundaries
of all types. We are all equal on the pitch and in the
stands, and all know what the highs and lows feel
like. Whatever the score, spending time with our
friends from TSV will be a high for all concerned.

Come on The Town!

Ste Lingard

COMMERCIAL &
INDUSTRIAL
CLEANING

next challenge?

Join our diverse team of experts and grow your career today.

CONTACT US:

careers@criticalbusinesssolutions.com

reviveclean.co.uk
07488 812288

TAKING CLEANING TONHE NEXT L&VEL
——— contact@reviveclean.co.uk




MCR Building Supplies Ltd

A WORD WITH THE MANAGER

Myself and the club would like to welcome everyone
from Winsford to Ruskin Drive this afternoon.

No matter what the score is, we

hope you'll join us after the game for
refreshments in The Wicket bar.

Firstly, I'd like to wish everyone a Happy
New Year, and reiterate how grateful we
are for everyone’s continued support.

We enter the new year on a bit of a bounce,
despite not playing for nearly a month (some
of it due to league stopping for Christmas).

° °
We seemed to have found our feet in a more R es I d e nt I a I
challenging division. And as everyone Brick A

knows this month could prove pivotal with © Bricks © Artstone

all the top 5/6 teams playing each other. @ Lintels

@ Insulation

I do genuinely believe we have the best squad ' ..
| of players to pick from and that will definitely © Roofing @ Dry Lining
come into play this month and beyond.

As always, you know what to expect Industrial
from a squad selected by myself, Seddo ]
and Lee; hard working and honest, © Drainage

and giving everything we have. @ Attenuation

I also know youwll get behind the lads and
give them all the support and encouragement
they need in these big games.

@ GasBarriers
@® Hard Landscaping

@& Bypass separators
Thank you for sticking with us and here’s to a

successful 2026.

#tellinstown #mertz .
Peo & Seddo Peo Commerclal

@ Blocks

@ Fire Protection

e e = —— e @ Masonry Support systems

@& Acoustic solutions

Seﬁing home
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= s ' all occasions. utiding suppfies
2 - INN A < The Meadows, Ruskin Dr, Saint Helens WA10 6RP
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TOWN

The original St. Helens Town club was formed in
1901 and played at Park Road, behind the Primrose
Vaults public house. Although it was known

as the Primrose Ground, the players changed
further down Park Road at the Black Horse pub.
Playing in the Lancashire League and Lancashire
Combination, the team enjoyed some early success,
but struggled after the Great War and appears to
have folded midway through the 1928/29 season.

The club was re-formed by George Fryer and a
group of local businessmen in 1946. They took out
a lease of the former cricket ground at Hoghton
Road, Sutton, adjacent to the St. Helens Junction
railway station and, although it entered in the

FA Cup in the 1946/47 season, a team could not be
raised in time to fulfil its tie with Prescot Cables.

Friendly games were played, then local team
Derbyshire Hill Rovers were taken over in April 1947,
those players forming the nucleus of the team which
entered the Liverpool County Combination at the start
of the 1947/48 season. St. Helens Town soon began to
prosper and early results included a sensational 10-4
win over Everton “A” on 6th December 1947. Former
German prisoner-of-war Bert Trautmann joined the
club in the Summer 0f 1948, the strapping goalkeeper
helping the team to win its first trophy, the George
Mahon Cup, which was secured with a 2-1 win over
Runcorn at Prescot on 7th May 1949. Crowds averaged
over 2000 that season, peaking with a league record
attendance of 3012 against Burscough in October 1948.

The following season, 1949/50, Town entered the
Lancashire Combination and, despite losing
Trautmann to Manchester City in October 1949,
they won the Second Division title in some style the

following season, three players, Albert Leadbetter
(36), Harry McCann (32) and Terry Garner (31)

all netting over 30 goals apiece. An all-time club
record attendance of “between 8000 and 9000”
witnessed a friendly game against Manchester
City, arranged as part of the Trautmann transfer
deal, in April 1950 and another 4000 witnessed a
second match with City the following season.

Although relegated by a slender margin from the

First Division in 1951/52, the club continued to look
forward, even contemplating Football League status
and, in order to further its ambitions, moved to the
former St. Helens Recs. rugby league ground at City
Road. Initial crowds were encouraging but, despite
success, the club decided to move
back to Hoghton Road in October 1953,
where they remained until April 2000.

Town produced a number of fine
players who joined Football League
clubs, including Bill Foulkes
(Manchester United), John Quinn
(Sheffield Wednesday) and John
Connelly who joined Burnley, later
transferring to Manchester United and
who played in the England 1966 World
Cup winning squad. More recently,
Dave Bamber scored goals in all four

- divisions of the league with a host of
different clubs, starting and ending

his league career at Blackpool and in more recent
times, Karl Ledsham, who had a productive career at
conference level with Southport, Lincoln City, Barrow
and Stockport County before moving to the USA.

Following a second relegation in 1956, St. Helens
Town continued to play in the Lancashire
Combination, winning the Championship in 1971/72,
by nine points ahead of Accrington Stanley.

However, the formation of the Northern Premier
League in 1968 led to a gradual drain of stronger
clubs from the Combination and St. Helens joined the
Cheshire League in 1975, becoming founder members
of the North West Counties League seven years later.
They held the proud record of being the only club

to play in the NW Counties’ top flight every season
until they were relegated in April 2015, conceding
an injury-time equaliser to Silsden in the last game
of the season, a match they had to win to stay up.

Town enjoyed a golden era in the late 1980s,

just missing out on an appearance in the First
Round proper of the FA Cup in 1985/86, losing to
Morecambe in a Fourth Qualifying Round Replay,
but they obtained ample compensation by winning
the FA Vase at Wembley in 1987, beating near
neighbours Warrington Town 3-2, with two goals
from Phil Layhe and one from Brian Rigby.

They were regular promotion candidates for many
years, largely due to the scoring exploits of Steve
“Pellet” Pennington, who grabbed 216 goals in 351
games, his season’s best hauls of 45 in 1993/94 and
46 1n1997/98 just failing to beat the club record

of 47 scored by Phil Stainton in 1963/64. Former
club captain Andy Gillespie won the NW Counties’
golden boot with 34 goals in the 2015/16 season and
netted another 24 times the following season.

Town moved from Hoghton Road in 2000 to ground
share with St. Helens RFC, as part of the merger

into the new Sporting Club St. Helens. Developing
the new Saints stadium took years longer than
anticipated, and when Knowsley Road closed in 2010
Town became nomads, plaig variously at Ashton
Town, Ashton Athletic, Prescot Cables and Atherton
Collieries. Town returned to St. Helens Borough in
August 2017, playing on a 3G surface at Ruskin Drive,
after St. Helens Council redeveloped the facilities.

The 2021-22 season saw Town in the NWCFL First
Division North. It was a disastrous campaign,
with only four wins and four draws from 36
league games. The club finished bottom of

the table, 21 points adrift, and was relegated

to the Liverpool County Premier League.

A consortium of Town fans bought the club from St.
Helens RFC in Summer 2022. They took the decision to
move it to the Cheshire League, believing it offered the
most constructive environment in which to rebuild the
club. It was a difficult decision, however, as it involved
having to start at the bottom of that league system, a
further two divisions down. The 2023/24 season was
the club's first in Cheshire League Division 2. The
following season Town finished 11 points clear having
lost only one league game in the whole campaign,
securing their first title for more than 50 years and
promotion to Division 1.

The rebuild is ongoing.

N
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MOT TEST STATION - SERVICING - DIAGNOSTICS - REPAIRS

0151 4309412

28-30 New Rd, Prescot, L34 6T

01744 7139233




CULTURE VULTURE

TOWN POPS UP!

Well first off, Happy New Year. I hope you all enjoyed
the festive period — whether that meant quality

time with family and friends, or simply being
relieved that normal service has resumed. Either way,
welcome back to Ruskin Drive and to another thrilling
instalment of Culture Vulture.

The festive break was a busy one off the pitch for myself
and my fellow Town in the Town compadres, as we
hosted a very special screening of everyone’s favourite

Bert Trautmann biopic, The Keeper, at the wonderful
Lucem House Community Cinema on Corporation
Street. A fitting film in a fitting venue, celebrating
football, resilience and community spirit.

This wasn’t just any old film night either. Thanks to a
small grant from The Coalfield Regeneration Trust, the
screening doubled up as the official launch of our Town
pop-up museum project — an exciting new initiative
aimed at preserving and sharing the rich history of our
club.

(Right)

-t \Vilsm
James Hughes
B b 2B,
Dudley  Pratt 3

The cinema was packed with faces from Town’s past and
present, all coming together to share stories, memories
and treasured memorabilia spanning decades of the
club’s history. Shirts, programmes, photographs and
personal anecdotes flowed freely, reminding everyone
in the room just how deeply The Town is woven into

the fabric of our community. There was a real sense

that this was about more than nostalgia — it was about
pride, identity and passing those stories on.

The next step is to bring everything together:
cataloguing the items, recording the memories, and
shaping them into a mobile exhibition that we can take
out into the community. The aim is simple — to spread
the good word of The Town, celebrate its heritage, and
make sure those stories are not lost to time.

The pop-up museum project is still actively seeking
stories, photographs and memorabilia of historical
significance. Whether you're a former player, volunteer,
supporter, or someone with a family connection to the
club, your contribution matters. If you're unable to
attend future events but would still like to be involved,
we'd love to hear from you.

For more information, to offer memorabilia, or to share
your memories, please contact Gill Ellison on 07904 980
641 or email towninthetown2024@gmail.com

Enjoy the match, stay cultured and of c’mon The

Town!

Mike Bagshaw - Culture Vulture
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HOPE UNITE

NEW TO ST HELEN >
LOVE FOOTBALL?

SESSIONS

YOU'RE WELCOME TO JOIN

EVERY WEDNESDAY 10.30am @

RUSKIN DRIVE, ST HELENS, WA10 6RP

Come and join Hope United FC an inclusive team for refugees
and asylum seekers. Play football for free and meet new people.

For more infomation email:

sthelenstownafc@outlook.com
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Sponsored by: Compliance Education

Alex DEE
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Chapel House

Makol Atem

Town In The Town

Sponsored by:

A big thankyou to all our player sponsors.
Player sponsorship is available for £70, and (alongside the warm feeling you
get knowing you're helping support your local team), you will also receive

avisible presence in the programme as well as on social media.

For information email us : sthelenstownafc@outlook.com
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The Clone Roses
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Tony Dawson
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———— MAILS | BEAUTY | SKINCARE

Free turn up & play football for all 11-16 year olds.
Qualified & experienced coaches.

EVERY MONDAY
SPM - 6PM

W A parent/carer telephone number is required

Venue

St.Cuthbert’s High School
Berry’s Lane, Sutton. WA9 3HE

Advanced Facial Treatments

Indulge in one of our luxurious

Beauty Treatments Nail Services

Arange of treatments designed to

enhance your natural beauty with Tre;rt :Z;irc:?:;ti?ha: ::g:tor[\'\;:u;? = relaxing facials or experience a more s \l c Onta Ct
expert precision and care. Whether Acrylic and Gel colours. Or indulge with advanced targeted treatment such as \ y 1
your looking for bespoke brows, a a relaxing ‘spa like’ luxury manicure Microdermabrasion or Microneedling, townlnthetown2024 @gma“-com
natural lash lift, facial or body waxing, and pedicure to combat common skin concerns
all of our treatments are tailored to and rejuvenate your skin.
you. CRT GAME ON

S TOWN IN THE TOWN

NN Regeneration
BLOKACURARFOINIMENTTODAY] DN Strengthening Communities & Welcoming All

Open Monday - Saturday Ess:““ @ 11kH:tsters o
. i treet
Evening appointments e 07930622296 & bl ; : 0
i Follow our F k @towninthetown. Instagram @town_in_the_town
Eiery Thursdey Warrington ollow our Facebook @to eto stagram @town_in_the_to (0]

WAL 1XP



BEAT THE YICKEER

Answers at the bottom of the page.

1. North West counties club New Mills are from which county?

2. Orlando Pirates are from which country?

@ ST HELENS

80+

TAKEAW

3. Former Saint and Town fan Joe Batchelor supports which league 1 club?
4. Liverpool defender Connor Bradley plays for which national team?

5. Who won the FA Cup in 19877

6. Why did Town have to play a 4th qualifying fa cup tie at Hoghton Rd
on a midweek afternoon?

7. Which league 1 club play at Field Mill?

8. What was the name of the 80s tv show based
in Newcastle about a junior football club?

9. Liverpool signed Milos Kerkez from which club?

10. Who did Town beat last season to clinch promotion?

CLUB INFO

y Life Presid Alan Wellens Platinum Club Sponsor: CBS - Critical Business Solutions
Gold Club Sponsor: MCR Building Solutions

Silver Club Sponsor: AE Holland Memorials

Bronze Club Sponsor: Revive Cleaning

Player of The Match Sponsor: St Helens Borough Mobile
Pantry

Player of The Month Sponsor: The Griffin Inn

Vice Presidents: Jim Barrett, Steve Ball and John McKiernan

Chair: Ste Lingard
Vice-Chair: Gavin Scott
1 Secretary: Paul Styles
DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY! " ‘ Treasuror:Ste Lingard
# Download on the \ DL e Y Com.mercialManager:Gavin Scott Legal
' App Store N GOOSIQ play ) Media Manager: Michael Bagshaw St Helens Town Limited
Private Limited Company

Company No. 04392840

Date of Incorporation 12.03.2002

Committee

Michael Bagshaw, Steve Ball, Daniel Castrogiovanni,
Gill Ellison, Michael Featherstone, Annmarie Houghton,
Ste Lingard, David O'Keefe, Gavin Scott, Paul Styles.

Ground
YOUR LOCAL ORDERING APP ...
Green, St Helens WA10 6RP

1st Team Manager: Paul 'Peo’ Piert

Assistant Manager: Martin Seddon Website: sthelenstownafc.com
1st Team Coach: Lee O'Connor Twitter: @sthelenstownfc

I U23s Manager: Danny Hughes & Gav Hanson Facebook: facebook.com/StHelensTownAFC
H U18s Manager: Carlos Rodrigues Instagram: sthelenstownafc
Ui8s Assistant Manager: Dave Pallett
(] I I

Ui8s Secretary: Fiona Sharrock
Terms & Conditions apply, £5 off only applies to orders §I9UIOH YI0MULE] UOIEH "OT ‘YINOWUINOY 6 ‘SIULIDSASSOf * ‘UMO], PRYSULY 'L ‘SIYSI[poo]
over £15 and onIy valid until 3]/05/2025 ON "9 ‘31D £11U240D *S “pUB[AI] UIDYIION "¥ ‘UMOL P[AYSIIPPNH "€ “®ILJY YIN0S "z ‘11ysfqiaq ‘T
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A.¢ . Bolland &

MEMORIALS LIMITED 3 f\:i#“

ERT? MERCH!

EST - 1950

We are a family owned & run Memorial Company established in
1950. Throughout this time we have been successfully helping
families across the northwest in providing a lasting reminder of
their loved one, helping to provide a unique reflection of their
loved ones personality and commemoration of their life. Our time
served professional Memorial Masons have many years of
experience carving & fitting memorials in a wide variety of stone
material.

At A.E.Holland Memorials we understand how important choosing
the perfect memorial can be. You may already have a clear idea of

what you want - be it traditional or modern, ornate or understated
- and would like our craftsmen to make it a reality. Or perhaps you
would simply like to browse our showroom & brochures for
inspiration. Either way, you can rest assured of our complete care
and attention and, naturally, the highest quality, lasting memorial.

Our services include: Headstones (Granite, Marble, Natural stone),

Additional Inscriptions, Memorial  Vases, Cleaning, A A ¢ N ;_
Renovations/Repair of Memorials, Lettering/Engraving, Bespoke . . ; BEAN|ES
memorials, Handcut lettering, Cenotaph engraving, Memorial 1 ol - N LARGE - E\350

Tablets. .‘ i o, T / ; - - SMALL B E\250

e New Memorials

Fon Love iteelf lives on” * Additional Inscriptions ., A -~
e Bespoke Designs - : e u.;,’

Free Estimates Highly Experienced i W e -
We provide free no obligation estimates Family run business that have a combined If i P e 2 e -

workmanship of almost 60 years

to all of our customers

59 Greenfield Road, Denton's Green, St Helens, WA 10 6SL St Helens, Liverpool

BRAMM

Call us today for a free no obligation estimate T
01744 25922 g

aehollandmemorials.co.uk hjy Sicing Memoral,

Craftsman Built Memorials Since 1950

Le.f

Ueale.
l//

”"

Al
'u-rxluuuunl.u-l‘-

-
S
Headstones and é"
Gravestones across &

& the North West To purchase; email: STHELENSTOWNAFC@OUTLOOK.COM
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PRINT

YOUR LOCAL TOWN CENTRE

PRINT SHOP

ST HELENS TOWN HONOURS

1949 George Mahon Trophy Winners

1951 Lancashire Comb Division 2 Champions
1972 Lancashire Combination Champions
1973 Bass Charrington Cup Winners

1974 Watson Trophy Winners

1978 St Helens Hospital Cup Winners

1979 St Helens Combination Div 1 Runners Up
1979 St Helens Hospital Cup Runners Up
1980 St Helens Combination Div 1 Champions
1985 NWCFL Reserve Division 2 Runners Up
1986 NWCFL Reserve Division 1 Runners Up
1987 FA Vase Winners (Wembley)

1994 League Challenge Cup Finalists

1994 NWCFL Reserve Division Runners Up

Programme Awards:

NWCFL Programme of the Year
1993-94, 1995-96, 1997-98, 1998-99,
1999-00, 2000-01

NWCFL Premier Division
2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15

NWCFL First Division / First Division North
2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20

Wirral Programme Club National Survey
NWCFL Programme of the Year
1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99

1995 NWCFL Reserve Division Champions

n n 1996 NWCFL Reserve Division Runners Up Programme Monthly
1998 Floodlit Trophy Finalists NWCFL Programme of the Year 2007-08
1999 REALCO Fair Play Award Winners
| n 2009 Bert Trautmann Trophy Winners Soccer Club Swap Shop
2014-15 South Lancs League U17s Cup Finalists National Programme Awards
2014-15 Cheshire FA U21 League Champions 2010-11 28th, 2011-12 8th,
m n 2015-16 Cheshire FA U21 Premier Cup Finalists 2012-13 7th, 2013-14 8th,
2016-17 Cheshire FA U21 League Cup Finalists 2014-15 5th, 2015-16 8th,
2016-17 Cheshire FA U21 Premier Div Runners Up 2016-17 2nd, 2017-18 5th
n 2017-18 NWYA U18s President’s Cup Winners 2018-19 6th 2019-20 5th
2020-21 NWYA Ui8s President’s Cup Winners
- 2024-25 Cheshire Division 2 Champions Mé60 Programmes
[ ] NWCEFL Division One North
Record Attendances: Programme of the Year 2019-20
m 9000 at Prescot Cables v Runcorn (1949)
- 8000 at Hoghton Road v Man City (1950)

3012 at Hoghton Road v Burscough (1948)
2096 at Langtree Park v Wigan Town (2023)
1723 at Knowsley Road v FC United of Man (2006)

StHelens Town AFC - Player Records 1946-2021

A UF \I%H
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Tel: 01744 80838 it us on ) @)

80 Claughton Street, St. Helens. WA10 1SN @TriprintStHelens
E-mail: sales@triprint.net = www.triprint.net @Triprint1




CRITIEAL BUSINESS SOLETIONS LTD BUILDING SUPPLIES

ST HELENS TOWN

LEWIS JENKINSON
ALEX PETTERSEN
MAX BUCKLEY-BENBOW
HARRY LONG

JAKE SANT

DEAN CURTIS
LUKE DIGGLE
CHRIS FOSTER
CHARLIE SIMPSON
CHARLIE MIDDLEMORE
OLIVER FILSON
DALE WHITEHEAD
LIAM DIGGLE
RYAN COOK

WILL CLAPHAM
LEWIS BATEMAN
TAYLOR PRESCOTT
BEN NOONAN
ETHAN WETTON
PACEY GARRETT
JACK CRITCHLOW

Manager

PAUL PIERT
Assistant Manager
MARTIN SEDDON
Coach

LEE O'CONNOR
Physio

MIKE FEATHERSTONE

MATCH OFFICIAL

4.€.BHolland, T
MEMORIALS LIMITED REVIVE /
\\—QV

EST - 1950

’ WINSFORD ‘
* TOWN FC *

WINSFORD TOWN FC

JACK BURTON
JACK DUFFY

WILL EATON
CHARLIE HATTON
REGAN HUGHES
RYAN MITCHELL
ADAM O'MARA
JOSHUA PATERSON
THOMAS STANTON
MYLES WADY
OWEN WYNNE
CARL HARVEY
DANIEL FOX
MATTHEW FRANCE
ADAM BAYLEY
MAX MCAULEY
WILLIAM FAULKNER
BRANDON BLADES
ROBERT HOPLEY
LOUIS JOHNSON
MICHAEL LANGLEY
DEAN CLARKE

Manager
ROB HOPLEY

RAYMOND DUNCALF

Programme sponsored by:




