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Welcome to the PSD Stadium at Ruskin Drive for 
the second in our late Autumn run of matches in St. 
Helens, and in particular to our visitors from Styal.

Our lads showed great spirit in scoring two 
late goals to secure victory against Sandbach 
United (Reserves) a fortnight back, and will 
hopefully be refreshed after last Saturday off.

I used to the First Team’s break to go to watch the U23s, 
away at….Sandbach United (Development). Our team 
was excellent, winning 1-5 and looking a threat every 
time they went forward. That makes five consecutive 
wins, scoring 22 goals in the process.

One of the victories was at Halton 
Farnworth Hornets, where goalkeeper 
Ellis Evans suffered a band hand 
injury. Ellis had reconstructive surgery 
last week and is facing a long spell 
away from the game, unfortunately. 
He remains positive and keenly 
interested in how his teammates are 
getting on, and I know he enjoyed 
the Sandbach result immensely. 
Everyone at Town wishes him all 
the very best, and we look forward 
to seeing him in person soon.

A special mention for our U18s 
goalkeeper Callum Davies, too, who 
as well as playing very well for that 
team stepped in for Ellis in the U23s 
last weekend, and has even played 
recently for the First Team. Thank 
you and really well done to Callum.

This evening we have a “Beat the 
Yicker” quiz fundraising night here 
at The Wicket. Quiz Master “Langers” 
Yick will be familiar to almost all 

of you as our matchday announcer, and to many as 
the author of the excellent football quiz in each of 
these programmes. Whilst football will (of course) 
be central to this evening’s posers, he will also 
venture into Sintellins general knowledge and a few 
surprises that will bring a touch of Ally Pally to the 
atmosphere. All are welcome, £5 a ticket – just speak 
to one of us at the game if you’d like to come along.

Come on the Town!

Ste Lingard
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FROM THE CHAIR



Myself and the club would like to 
welcome everyone from Styal to Ruskin 
Drive this af ternoon. 
No matter what the score is, we 
hope you’ll join us after the game for 
refreshments in The Wicket bar.

We go into today’s game on 
the back of a number of good 
performances and results, but we 
are wary as Style inf licted one of 
our defeats this season so we are 
out to hopefully get 3 points back. 

Touching on our last game against 
Sandbach, it was very pleasing 
to see the never say die attitude 
against a team who did a great 
job of sitting back and trying to 
snatch anything they could.

Them results are just as 
pleasing as any 3 or 4 nils. 

Big shout out to Dean Curtis who has 
settled seamlessly into our squad and 
has shown his quality and experience 
over the past few weeks he’s been 
a great addition to our group. 

Thank you for your support and keep 
getting behind the lads. 
 
#tellinstown #mertz
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TOWN
The original St. Helens Town club was formed in 
1901 and played at Park Road, behind the Primrose 
Vaults public house. Although it was known 
as the Primrose Ground, the players changed 
further down Park Road at the Black Horse pub. 
Playing in the Lancashire League and Lancashire 
Combination, the team enjoyed some early success, 
but struggled after the Great War and appears to 
have folded midway through the 1928/29 season. 

The club was re-formed by George Fryer and a 
group of local businessmen in 1946. They took out 
a lease of the former cricket ground at Hoghton 
Road, Sutton, adjacent to the St. Helens Junction 
railway station and, although it entered in the 
FA Cup in the 1946/47 season, a team could not be 
raised in time to fulfil its tie with Prescot Cables. 

Friendly games were played, then local team 
Derbyshire Hill Rovers were taken over in April 1947, 
those players forming the nucleus of the team which 
entered the Liverpool County Combination at the start 
of the 1947/48 season. St. Helens Town soon began to 
prosper and early results included a sensational 10-4 
win over Everton “A” on 6th December 1947. Former 
German prisoner-of-war Bert Trautmann joined the 
club in the Summer of 1948, the strapping goalkeeper 
helping the team to win its first trophy, the George 
Mahon Cup, which was secured with a 2-1 win over 
Runcorn at Prescot on 7th May 1949. Crowds averaged 
over 2000 that season, peaking with a league record 
attendance of 3012 against Burscough in October 1948.  

The following season, 1949/50, Town entered the 
Lancashire Combination and, despite losing 
Trautmann to Manchester City in October 1949, 
they won the Second Division title in some style the 

following season, three players, Albert Leadbetter 
(36), Harry McCann (32) and Terry Garner (31) 
all netting over 30 goals apiece. An all-time club 
record attendance of “between 8000 and 9000” 
witnessed a friendly game against Manchester 
City, arranged as part of the Trautmann transfer 
deal, in April 1950 and another 4000 witnessed a 
second match with City the following season. 

Although relegated by a slender margin from the 
First Division in 1951/52, the club continued to look 
forward, even contemplating Football League status 
and, in order to further its ambitions, moved to the 
former St. Helens Recs. rugby league ground at City 
Road. Initial crowds were encouraging but, despite 

success, the club decided to move 
back to Hoghton Road in October 1953, 
where they remained until April 2000.  

Town produced a number of fine 
players who joined Football League 
clubs, including Bill Foulkes 
(Manchester United), John Quinn 
(Shef field Wednesday) and John 
Connelly who joined Burnley, later 
transferring to Manchester United and 
who played in the England 1966 World 
Cup winning squad. More recently, 
Dave Bamber scored goals in all four 
divisions of the league with a host of 
different clubs, starting and ending 

his league career at Blackpool and in more recent 
times, Karl Ledsham, who had a productive career at 
conference level with Southport, Lincoln City, Barrow 
and Stockport County before moving to the USA.  

Following a second relegation in 1956, St. Helens 
Town continued to play in the Lancashire 
Combination, winning the Championship in 1971/72, 
by nine points ahead of Accrington Stanley.  

However, the formation of the Northern Premier 
League in 1968 led to a gradual drain of stronger 
clubs from the Combination and St. Helens joined the 
Cheshire League in 1975, becoming founder members 
of the North West Counties League seven years later. 
They held the proud record of being the only club 

to play in the NW Counties’ top f light every season 
until they were relegated in April 2015, conceding 
an injury-time equaliser to Silsden in the last game 
of the season, a match they had to win to stay up. 

Town enjoyed a golden era in the late 1980s, 
just missing out on an appearance in the First 
Round proper of the FA Cup in 1985/86, losing to 
Morecambe in a Fourth Qualifying Round Replay, 
but they obtained ample compensation by winning 
the FA Vase at Wembley in 1987, beating near 
neighbours Warrington Town 3-2, with two goals 
from Phil Layhe and one from Brian Rigby. 

They were regular promotion candidates for many 
years, largely due to the scoring exploits of Steve 
“Pellet” Pennington, who grabbed 216 goals in 351 
games, his season’s best hauls of 45 in 1993/94 and 
46 in 1997/98 just failing to beat the club record 
of 47 scored by Phil Stainton in 1963/64. Former 
club captain Andy Gillespie won the NW Counties’ 
golden boot with 34 goals in the 2015/16 season and 
netted another 24 times the following season.  

Town moved from Hoghton Road in 2000 to ground 
share with St. Helens RFC, as part of the merger 
into the new Sporting Club St. Helens. Developing 
the new Saints stadium took years longer than 
anticipated, and when Knowsley Road closed in 2010 
Town became nomads, plaig variously at Ashton 
Town, Ashton Athletic, Prescot Cables and Atherton 
Collieries. Town returned to St. Helens Borough in 
August 2017, playing on a 3G surface at Ruskin Drive, 
after St. Helens Council redeveloped the facilities. 

The 2021-22 season saw Town in the NWCFL First 
Division North. It was a disastrous campaign, 
with only four wins and four draws from 36 
league games. The club finished bottom of 
the table, 21 points adrift, and was relegated 
to the Liverpool County Premier League.

A consortium of Town fans bought the club from St. 
Helens RFC in Summer 2022. They took the decision to 
move it to the Cheshire League, believing it offered the 
most constructive environment in which to rebuild the 
club. It was a dif ficult decision, however, as it involved 
having to start at the bottom of that league system, a 
further two divisions down. The 2023/24 season was 
the club's first in Cheshire League Division 2. The 
following season Town finished 11 points clear having 
lost only one league game in the whole campaign, 
securing their first title for more than 50 years and 
promotion to Division 1. 
 
The rebuild is ongoing.



CULTURE VULTURE
TOWN IN THE TOWN NOMINATED FOR 
PRIDE OF ST HELENS AWARD

We’re proud to share that 
our community partners, 
Town in the Town 
CIC, have once again 
been nominated for 
a Pride of St Helens 
Award, taking place on 
Thursday 28th November.

The team were finalists last year 
but narrowly missed out — and we’re hoping 
this year will be their time to shine!

Run by a small group of dedicated volunteers 
— Me, Amber and Gill — Town in the Town 
continues to make a real difference in our 
community. Their projects include Hope 
United FC, a team made up of members of 
our refugee and asylum seeker community, 
and the Community Cup, bringing together 
local organisations to tackle stigma and 
promote inclusion through football.

They’ve also supported fee-free football sessions 
for young people, collaborated with groups 
such as Come Together and CGL St Helens, 
and continue to use sport as a way to connect 
people and strengthen community ties.

I’m sure everyone at St Helens Town AFC 
wishes them the very best of luck at the 
awards — we’ll be keeping a close eye on the 
results and cheering them on all the way! 

Our first award back in 2023 when Town in the 
Town was just a dream. St Helens Borough 
Business Awards, Community Campion.

beha.
y o g a

169 ORMSKIRK ROAD
RAINFORD
WA11 8HR

FIND YOUR CALM, BUILD YOUR STRENGTH, 
BEHA YOURSELF.



HOPE UNITED HEAD 
TO ROCHDALE
This Wednesday, Hope United make the 
trip over to Rochdale to take on a team 
of refugees and asylum seekers run by 
Rochdale AFC Community Trust.

This fixture has been a long time coming — I 
first spoke with Liz Cotterill from Rochdale’s 
community team almost two years ago, back 
when we were just at the beginning of the Hope 
United journey. It’s fantastic to finally get the date 
in the diary and bring the two groups together 
for what promises to be a special afternoon 

of football, friendship, and shared values.

Both clubs share a commitment to inclusion 
and opportunity through sport. Like us, 
Rochdale’s programme supports people seeking 
sanctuary, offering them not only a place to 
play but also a sense of belonging, confidence, 
and connection within the wider community.

For Hope United, fixtures like this are about far 
more than the result on the pitch. They’re a chance 
for players to meet others with similar stories and 
experiences, to represent our town with pride, 

and to continue building the spirit of unity 
that defines what our project is all about.

We’d like to thank Liz and everyone at 
Rochdale AFC Community Trust for 
hosting us — and we look forward to a 
great game played in the right spirit.

Stay cultured

Mike Bagshaw

#HopeUnited | #TownTeam | #FootballForAll



THE SQUAD
A big thankyou to all our player sponsors. 
Player sponsorship is available for £70, and (alongside the warm feeling you 
get knowing you're helping support your local team), you will also receive 
a visible presence in the programme as well as on social media.

For information email us : sthelenstownafc@outlook.com
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Age:  21

Position: Centre Back

Who do you support?  
Manchester United

Where you from? - Warrington

Best player of all 
time? - Ronaldo

Best Prem goal ever? - 
Rooney overhead v City

Best kit ever? 
- United 93/94 Away

Favourite other sport? 
Rugby League

Tell us a bit about your football 
career so far, how are you finding 
it at town? 
I started off playing grassroots football, 
started playing men’s football for St Helens 
town when 18. Played football for my 
university team and a few games for 
Pilkington 23s and a few for 
the first team, which was 
a great experience 
for me playing that 

standard of football. The season 
has been good so far and looking 
forward to push for promotion.

Best moment in a Town shirt 
so far? 2-0 win away at Egerton

Biggest moaner? Ollie Filson 

Worst dressed? Lew Bateman

Worst haircut? Charlie Simpson

Who's the laziest? Will Clapham

MEET A MERT!
JACK CRITCHLOW



TOWN IN ACTION
St Helens Town  2 - 1  Sandbach United Reserves - October 25th Photos by Mary Castrogiovanni

Charlie Middlemore

Taylor Prescott Callum Davies

Harry Long

Oliver Filson

Player of The Match 
Dean Curtis

Liam Diggle

Jake SantJack Critchlow



IN A funny way, Kevin Horlock’s quote 
af ter Maldon & Tiptree’s defeat to Port Vale 
encapsulated what the FA Cup is all about.

“We had them on the ropes for five minutes – we 
probably scored 85 minutes too soon,” the Jammers 
boss said of Anisius Lewis’ very early strike that put 
the Step 4 side ahead, “but what a magical moment.”

Less than 20 minutes later and Horlock’s side 
were 4-1 down to the League One Valiants, 
the lowest-ranked team in the first round’s 
FA Cup adventure was coming to an end.

But it’s those moments that make the FA Cup. For a 
few minutes, nine to be more precise, their travelling 
fans would have been wondering ‘what if ’.

We all know about the financial rewards that comes 
with the FA Cup – the TV cash to boost the coffers, the 
benefit of prize money, extra sponsorship and ticket 
sales. But, also, it gives unforgettable moments.

Think of Havant & Waterlooville all those years ago 
when they led the mighty Liverpool not once but 
twice at Anfield. Think of Kidderminster Harriers 
taking West Ham to the final moments before 
Declan Rice bailed the Premier League side out.

Think of Tamworth last season as they took 
Tottenham into extra-time but almost won 
it in the dying stages of the 90 minutes.

At the weekend Chelmsford City caused the first 
upset of round one when they beat Braintree 
Town at Saturday lunchtime – a feat repeated 
by fellow Step 2 sides Weston-super-Mare, 
who knocked out Aldershot Town, and Slough 
Town as they piled the woe on Altrincham.

There were some all Non-League ties that 
brought Sutton United, Wealdstone and Buxton 
success and a place in the second round.

We also saw Gateshead upset League One AFC 
Wimbledon, Brackley Town beat Notts County 
on penalties and Boreham Wood take, what feels 
like, their annual EFL scalp in Crawley Town. 

Carlisle United looked to be on their way out at 
Reading before Regan Linney scored two stoppage-
time goals to force extra-time – where he then 
scored the winner to complete his hat-trick.

“It was a good three points,” he accidentally 
said live on Match of the Day the next day. 
“I’ve crumbled here!” Thankfully the striker 
doesn’t crumble when he’s in the box!

“Where’s the matchball?” presenter Jason Mohammad 
asked. “It’s still in my car,” Linney responded 
with a smile. That’s the magic of the FA Cup!

Matt Badcock 
Editor at large 
The Non-League Paper



1.  In which city is the Azteca Stadium

2. Complete the score from the 1985 FA Cup final – Manchester Utd 1? 

3. Westerlo are from which European country? 

4. Robbie Savage left Macclesfield to join which National League club? 

5. Who was Barcelona’s manager between 2003 and 2008?

6. Which Merseyside club play at the Berry St Garage Stadium? 

7. Who scored Crystal Palace’s first 2 goals in last 

weeks Carabao cup win at Liverpool?

8. Who where the first winners of the World Cup? 

9. Who knocked Grimsby out of the Carabao cup last week?

10. What was the name of the St Helens based competition 

that had its finals at Towns old Town ground?

Answers at the bottom of the page.

BEAT THE YICKER
1. Mexico City, 2. Everton 0, 3. Belgium, 4. Forest Green Rovers, 5. Frank Rijkaard, 6. Bootle, 7. Ismaila Sarr, 8. Uruguay, 9. Brentford, 10. Hospital cup

CLUB INFO
Honorary Life President:  Alan Wellens

Vice Presidents:  Jim Barrett, Steve Ball and John McKiernan

Chair: Ste Lingard 
Vice-Chair: Lee Jenkinson 
Vice-Chair: Gavin Scott 
Secretary: Paul Styles 
Treasurer: Ste Lingard 
Commercial Manager: Gavin Scott 
Media Manager: Michael Bagshaw

Committee 
Michael Bagshaw, Steve Ball, Daniel Castrogiovanni, 
Gill Ellison, Michael Featherstone, Annmarie 
Houghton, Lee Jenkinson, Ste Lingard, David 
O`Keefe, Gavin Scott, Paul Styles.

Management Staf f 
1st Team Manager: Paul 'Peo' Piert 
Assistant Manager: Martin Seddon 
1st Team Coach:  Lee O'Connor 
U23s Manager: Danny Hughes & Gav Hanson 
U18s Manager: Carlos Rodrigues 
U18s Assistant Manager: Dave Pallett 
U18s Secretary: Fiona Sharrock

Platinum Club Sponsor:  CBS - Critical Business Solutions 
Gold Club Sponsor:  MCR Building Solutions 
Silver Club Sponsor:  AE Holland Memorials 
Bronze Club Sponsor: Revive Cleaning 
Player of The Match Sponsor:  St Helens Borough Mobile 
Pantry 
Player of The Month Sponsor:  The Grif fin Inn

Legal 
St Helens Town Limited 
Private Limited Company 
Company No. 04392840 
Date of Incorporation 12.03.2002

Ground 
PSD Stadium, Ruskin Drive, Denton’s 
Green, St Helens WA10  6RP

Website:  sthelenstownafc.com 
Twitter: @sthelenstownfc 
Facebook:  facebook.com/StHelensTownAFC 
Instagram: sthelenstownafc 

YOUR LOCAL ORDERING APP

80+
TAKEAWAYS

USE CODE: UPTHETOWN
GET £5 OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER!

Terms & Conditions apply, £5 off only applies to orders

over £15 and only valid until 31/05/2025



MERTZ MERCH!

Call us today for a free no obligation estimate

aehollandmemorials.co.uk
01744 25922

59 Greenfield Road, Denton's Green, St Helens, WA10 6SL

• New Memorials
• Cleaning & Restoration
• Additional Inscriptions
• Bespoke Designs

Free Estimates
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“Those we Love remain with us
For Love itself lives on”

Craftsman Built Memorials Since 1950

Providing Memorials, 
Headstones and 

Gravestones across 
St Helens, Liverpool 
& the North West

Highly Experienced
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BEANIES
LARGE - £13.50

SMALL - £12.50

T-SHIRT
£12.50

SCARF
£15

BUCKET HAT
£15

BUTTON

BADGE
£1

CLONE ROSES 
TRAINING SHIRT 

£25

REPLICA TOPS 
ADULT	 £30 
CHILDREN	 £25

To purchase, email : S T H E L E N S T O W N A F C @ O U T L O O K . C O M



ST HELENS TOWN HONOURS

   
  

. Leaflets

. Business Cards

. Business
 Stationery
. Photocopying
. Wedding
 Stationery

. Invitations

. Order of Service

. Finishing

. Graphic Design

. Posters

. Pop Up Banners

. Scanning    

YOUR LOCAL TOWN CENTRE
PRINT SHOP

80 Claughton Street, St. Helens. WA10 1SN
E-mail: sales@triprint.net www.triprint.net

10% OFF
with this

advert

Find us on
@TriprintStHelens
@Triprint1

1949 George Mahon Trophy Winners
1951 Lancashire Comb Division 2 Champions
1972 Lancashire Combination Champions
1973 Bass Charrington Cup Winners
1974 Watson Trophy Winners
1978 St Helens Hospital Cup Winners
1979 St Helens Combination Div 1 Runners Up
1979 St Helens Hospital Cup Runners Up
1980 St Helens Combination Div 1 Champions
1985 NWCFL Reserve Division 2 Runners Up
1986 NWCFL Reserve Division 1 Runners Up
1987 FA Vase Winners (Wembley)
1994 League Challenge Cup Finalists
1994 NWCFL Reserve Division Runners Up
1995 NWCFL Reserve Division Champions
1996 NWCFL Reserve Division Runners Up
1998 Floodlit Trophy Finalists
1999 REALCO Fair Play Award Winners
2009 Bert Trautmann Trophy Winners
2014-15 South Lancs League U17s Cup Finalists
2014-15 Cheshire FA U21 League Champions
2015-16 Cheshire FA U21 Premier Cup Finalists
2016-17 Cheshire FA U21 League Cup Finalists
2016-17 Cheshire FA U21 Premier Div Runners Up
2017-18 NWYA U18s President’s Cup Winners
2020-21 NWYA U18s President’s Cup Winners
2024-25 Cheshire Division 2 Champions

Record Attendances:
9000 at Prescot Cables v Runcorn (1949)
8000 at Hoghton Road v Man City (1950)
3012 at Hoghton Road v Burscough (1948)
2096 at Langtree Park v Wigan Town (2023)
1723 at Knowsley Road v FC United of Man (2006)

Programme Awards:
NWCFL Programme of the Year
1993-94, 1995-96, 1997-98, 1998-99,
1999-00, 2000-01

NWCFL Premier Division
2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15

NWCFL First Division / First Division North
2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20

Wirral Programme Club National Survey
NWCFL Programme of the Year
1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99

Programme Monthly
NWCFL Programme of the Year 2007-08

Soccer Club Swap Shop
National Programme Awards
2010-11 28th,		  2011-12 8th,
2012-13 7th,		  2013-14 8th,
2014-15 5th, 		  2015-16 8th,
2016-17 2nd, 		  2017-18 5th
2018-19 6th		  2019-20 5th

M60 Programmes
NWCFL Division One North 
Programme of the Year 2019-20

St Helens Town AFC - Player Records 1946-2021

Goals in a Career Goals in a Season Career Appearances (250+ games)
216 Steve Pennington 47 Phil Stainton 1963/64 448 Alan Wellens (inc. 207 estimated)

118 Terry Garner 46 Steve Pennington 1997/98 359 John Critchley (16 estimated)

108 Gary Laird 45 Jackie Kendrick 1973/74 352 Steve Pennington

105 Lee Cooper 45 Steve Pennington 1993/94 346 Gary Lowe (1 estimated)

101 Glenn Walker 40 Bob Potter 1952/53 345 Glenn Walker

94 Iain Dyson 38 Terry Fearns 2000/01 327 Jackie Atherton (122 estimated)

84 Andy Gillespie 36 Albert Leadbetter 1950/51 300 Jackie Cooke (1 estimated)

83 Harry McCann 35 Arthur Tyrer 1957/58 287 Gary Laird

81 Ray Fairweather 34 Lee Cooper 2001/02 280 Kevin Grice (147 estimated)

77 Liam Diggle 34 Andy Gillespie 2015/16 278 Jimmy Woodyer (67 estimated)

72 Arthur Tyrer 33 Ronnie Rigby 1952/53 276 Iain Dyson

68 Phil Stainton 32 Harry McCann 1950/51 272 Ray Fairweather (3 estimated)

63 Mervyn Bull 31 Terry Garner 1950/51 265 Larry Redmond (134 estimated)



LEWIS JENKINSON 
ALEX PETTERSEN 

MAX BUCKLEY-BENBOW 
JAKE SANT 

LUKE DIGGLE 
CHRIS FOSTER 

CHARLIE SIMPSON 
CHARLIE MIDDLEMORE 

OLIVER FILSON 
DALE WHITEHEAD 

LIAM DIGGLE 
RYAN COOK 

WILL CLAPHAM 
ELLIS MORRIS 
HARRY LONG 

LEWIS BATEMAN 
TAYLOR PRESCOTT 

BEN NOONAN
ETHAN WETTON 
PACEY GARRETT

JACK CRITCHLOW 
DEAN CURTIS

Manager 
PAUL PIERT

Assistant Manager 
MARTIN SEDDON 

Coach 
LEE O'CONNOR 

Physio 
MIKE FEATHERSTONE

MATCH OFFICIAL 
JACK JONES

Programme sponsored by:

MATTHEW CLARKE
MATTHEW NORTON
CHARLIE SIMON
ALEX JACKSON
NIKO KWIATKOWSKI
WILL MATTHEWS
JOSH MEEHAN
OLLIE OLDBURY
JACK TATE
ALEX WALTON
JOE KNIGHT
DOMENICO O'REILLY
LUKE RAWCLIFFE
LEWIS SHEEHY
MATTHEW CUMMINS
ROBERT BLACK
SHANE HAMMOND
ZAK STOTT
SEAN O'MARA
THOMAS PYE
DAN WALTON
THOMAS OTTAWAY

Manager 
MATTHEW CLARKE

ST HELENS TOWN STYAL FC


